
Canonbury Ward Panel Meeting

Walter Sickert Community Centre, Wednesday 6th July 2011 19:00 hrs

1.  Apologies/Previous minutes

• Apologies received from AP, JC, LS, MG, JG
• All outstanding items covered by the agenda of this meeting

2. Signing of Appendix A – Conditions of Membership

• Send to three new members, prior to next meeting

3. Minutes of the previous meeting and matters arising

• Minutes were reviewed and agreed

4. Panel Membership:
• No response from councillors, and none attended the meeting (despite Paula Belford 

saying she could attend)
• MR to contact Urban Hope, to try to get a representative to attend meetings, even if only 

occasionally.  Urban Hope interacts with a large number of local young people, and the 
panel is missing input from this quarter.

5. Website
AMG reported back on the website.  There is a problem with updating the content in the 
current format, which is proving more difficult than anticipated.  By next meeting, either the 
current website should be updated or it will have been re-written in a different package.

Some discussion about future content:
•  A specific youth page (NLB)
• Replacement for Alert communications - www.neighbourhoodlink.met.police.uk - 

should also appear on the links page.  [Sec’y note: this link was not working at the time of 
the July meeting, but the site is now active for sign-up to interested members of the 
public].

6. Public Meeting - summary

• Quite low attendance with ~30 members
• Various topics were raised, including dogs (dangerous dogs and dog fouling)
• Publicity was boosted in South of ward (AMG) and around Canonbury Place (CW) but 

appears not to have made much impact
• Nothing went to Southern Housing Group residents (LN); SN was also unaware of public 

meeting, although had attended the Ecclesbourne School meeting some years previously
• Possible alternative venue: Almorah Community Centre? (AMG suggested) to potentially 

pull in more involvement and feedback form the eastern part of the ward

MR’s Report

• MET police decision re. Safer Neighbourhoods - CI Clarke to make decision in Islington. 
Safer Neighbourhoods is regarded as a very good policy, and Islington are committed to 
keeping it, with the same pattern of 1 Sergeant, 3 CSOs 2 PCs – although in future 1 
Sergeant may be responsible for 2 or more teams.  The Met needs to lose 150 
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Sergeants, and this means the 16 Islington SNTs must lose 4 of current 14 sergeants, 
some to merge for total of 10.  The decision is for 4 wards to ‘pair off’ with another ward. 
Canonbury is 14th (of the 16 Islington wards) in terms of low reported crime levels, so 
could easily be affected.

• Currently there is more ‘pull away’ of CSO resources for ASB reasons – dealing with 
repeat offenders, an CSO team needing to justify its actions more.  The CSOs have 
frequently been involved in task force activities in recent weeks, rather than specific SN 
priorities.

• ASB issues in Threadgold House have moved on, and is being tracked, door security has 
been improved on the building, and the numbers of youths involved has decreased. 
Warning letters have been sent to some known youths.

• Burglary – 16 instances in June, so up on numbers in last few months.  2 offenders 
recently released may well be responsible

• Upper Bardsey Walk – broken door, security has been improved and there have been no 
complaints in late June.

• Some known troublemakers have been gathering nr Canonbury Rd; a young girl was 
assaulted by having a liquid thrown in her face.  3 possible suspects, but there may not 
be enough evidence to convict.  The group involved are known but scattered, and liaise 
and meet online

• Greenspace have agreed to lock the new River Green at night, and this started again in 
July.  Some early arrests were made after this.  However, the lock time is advertised as 
‘9pm onwards’ – and may actually be as late as 10-11pm, meaning that clearing before 
locking can take quite a bit of time

• Relatively quiet in the ward, with the exception of increased burglaries.  CW and NH have 
noticed increased police presence – not SNT always, but MR pleased that his directions 
are being seen (other teams to which he has referred activity, including suspected 
dealing) 

7. Priorities

7.1. Youth Engagement

Boxing to restart at Rose Bowl Centre soon.
Kickz Football Rosemary Gardens, Very popular, Mondays & Fridays.

Lower problems have been experienced on Caldy Walk, New River, Bardsey Walk.
Some issues with specific youths mentioned (NH).  Rosebowl was helping a lot but has 
lost ground and will take time to recover.

Priority to be continued.

7.2. Threadgold House

Priority to be closed, but monitored

7.3. Burglary

Priority to be reinstated.
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Other discussions:

AM – raised car crime, Clare Lane residents need to park on streets.  MR: Car crime 
rates not thought to be high locally compared with N1 & Hackney, and reminded 
residents not to leave possessions visible in cars.
Burglary increasing in more affluent parts of the ward (Alwyne, etc)
Operation Target – this is an initiative that has been centrally coordinated, mapping 
crimes committed, their location, and overview of activity of criminals.  It has mostly been 
focused on Finsbury Park, but the idea is to spread this initiative.

Islington has a unique focus on causes of crime, connected communities with high CSO 
contact.  NLB, relatively new to the area, has noticed this and already appreciated the 
high level of contact with the CSOs.

NH – sliding doors have been lifted to gain access to some estate properties: MR  - patio 
lock required in right place to prevent this security risk, HFI (Homes for Islington) should 
replace locks.

NLB gave a report on the Rosebowl Centre – re-opened in April; June was the first full 
month of activity.  For the summer, there is a programme of 3 areas - Arts, Sports camp, 
and Media camp.
There is a big Open Day on Saturday 23/7, Arts activities, and a performance (’Where the 
wild things Are’) on 14/8.  Sports Camp is 15 – 22/8, and Media Camp is 22/8 to 2/9. 
There is also a Canonbury Sports Day with Urban Hope.

After School activities are currently taking place 3 days a week: Tues and Thurs 16:00-
20:00, and Sat 10:00 -16:00
Looking for additional funding, and the target for October is to have the centre open 4 
days per week.  Numbers attending have built up again – 15 at start to 40 now, aiming for 
100-150 /week.  Some didn’t feel safe with the old Rose Bowl.  Expect 6-7 months to get 
back on track.  Rose Bowl should open more to different sections of community – not just 
youth - possibly with a commercial interest.  The centre may be used 3 days/week by 
mothers and toddlers, and also may be used in conjunction with the Children’s Centre.

The meeting closed at 9pm

Next meeting scheduled for – Weds 7th September (Sec’y note: deferred to October 5th 

due to increased CSO activity after the August riots in London)
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