
Canonbury Ward Panel Meeting 

Walter Sickert Community Centre, Wednesday 30th June 2010 at 7pm

1. Previous minutes

Previous minutes read and discussed.
• Pruning of trees in WILLOW BRIGDE ROAD N1 would improve lighting and 

help crime prevention.  Bob Aggar (Head of Islington Public Lighting) has 
assessed the street with Lux lighting test and occupiers had letters sent 
asking for trees within private properties to be pruned back.  Canonbury is a 
conservation area and the removal of trees requires permission.  JG will to 
take the concerns of the ward panel back to Islington Council.  Will report 
back at the next meeting

• Progress on setting up the junior boy and girl boxing session at the Walter 
Sickert to be reported by PC on his return.

2. Signing of Appendix A

Everyone in attendance had signed.

3. Report On Public Meeting

• The Public Meeting had a positive tone. There was a bigger attendance than 
the year before but the turn out was still small despite the SNT massively 
leafleting streets within Canonbury in the run up to the event. 

• The Canonbury survey indicates that Canonbury residents appear to feel 
safer. Closure of the Rosebowl was a major concern for those who attended 
the Public Meeting and was discussed at length.  ASB is not a major concern 
at the moment but the Rosebowl closure means that youth ASB could become 
a problem again for the New River Green.  AP will send a letter to Islington 
Council urging a speedy reopening.  JG will speak with Chris Donavan who 
may be able to help.  AS has spoken to the new Canonbury Councillor who 
supports a quick reopening of the Rosebowl.  A petition has started online. 
EB confirmed that there will be a Walter Sickert Summer Programme for 
young people in Canonbury.

4. The Police Pledge

• CC explained what the public can expect from Islington Police since the 
announcement that the new government is dropping the Policing Pledge. 
Islington Police will continue to strive to meet public expectations and most of 
the values will be retained.  The Pledge now would however no longer be used 
as a performance indicator.

• The MET has identified ASB as a major issue which will have more resources 
allocated to it.  Within the SNT structure, new tasking and problem solving 
teams were being used as a direct response to ASB.  CC also mentioned the 
importance of cross border work with adjacent boroughs such as Hackney and 
Camden.
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5. Canonbury SN Survey

• Since the survey went live on the 19.04.2010 there have been 277 completed 
returns via the internet or hard copies via SNT, New River Gym and Amadeus 
Hair.

• 89% of people usually felt safe or very safe.  Males only felt slightly safer 
than Females.  36% of those who feel safer lived between South of New River 
Walk and Essex Road - reassuring for the SNT who have worked tirelessly to 
improve ASB on the Estate.  Concern which were mentioned but not on the 
list were bicycles theft, cycling on the footpath, fly tipping and aggression to 
parking enforcement officials.  88% agreed with the current priorities.  The 
survey is a way of local people speaking directly to the Panel about their 
concerns and it was an agreed that the survey should be taken account of 
when deciding new priorities.  Dogs (dangerous, not on a lead, dog fouling), 
street robbery/ mugging and violence against the person were some of the 
concerns not already included in the priorities.  Canonbury suffers from very 
few violent crimes or robberies and Islington as a whole averages only get 3 
robberies and 4 burglaries a day.

• The results show that fear of crime can be as important as crime itself.
• AP voted a special thanks to Anne-Marie and Elizabeth for all their hard work 

in compiling the survey.

6. Priorities

Dog Fouling - No Lead - Dangerous - Out of Control

• It was agreed that Dogs should be considered a priority instead of Burglary 
which in any case will always remain a priority for the MET.  Reactive work by 
the SNT with victims of burglary would not be affected.  Dogs as a priority 
would give the SNT an opportunity to do targeted work and a presence in the 
ward with opportunities to speak to residents as well as some enforcement 
work.

• The SNT will hold three community day events in different green spaces - 
Mitchison Green Space, Rosemary Gardens and St Paul’s Green.  The events 
will be spread over the next two months and Park Guard, Civil Enforcement 
Officers, RSPCA and other partner agencies will be invited to participate. 

Youth Engagement

• PC and CG are working hard to take the scheme further by recruiting local 
people to take on leadership programmes which would enable them to run 
boxing sessions.  A contact list has been complied of young people in the area 
who want to participate once the Walter Sickert is made suitable for use.

• Monday sessions at Angel boxing club will continue and SNT will put more 
young people in contender competition.

• Kickz is still doing well with large number of youths taking part each week.  A 
number of young people from Hackney are starting to use the Kickz facilities 
so the SNT are looking to do some partnership work with Hackney SNT.
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ASB New River Walk

• Statistics show that the explosion of crime which was predicted after the 
Rosebowl closure hasn’t happened.  With the summer holidays coming and 
continued sunny weather this priority should continue.

7. AOB

• Canonbury Project event being held on 12th July 2010 as well as One 
Canonbury Event 30th July 2010

8. Date of next meeting

• Walter Sickert Community Centre at 19:00 hours on 9th September 2010. 

Meeting closed at 21:00 hours
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