
Canonbury Ward Panel Meeting

Walter Sickert Community Centre, Wednesday 3rd of March 2010.

Introductions and Apologies (see appendix)

Minutes from the previous meeting and matters arising

Nothing more to be said about operation Bark or Blunt.

Signing the Appendix A - Conditions of Membership

EB and JH to sign

Election of officers

Candidates for Chair: AP
Candidates for secretary: AMG

No objections for both.
AP asks “does anybody wish to be a candidate for deputy chair?”
LN puts her name forward.
AP nominates LN for position and it is seconded with no objections.

Communications 

AP states that two topics need discussing; the website and survey.
One issue regarding website and survey is the necessity to get feedback from a broad 
representative of Canonbury.
EB discussed this with Canonbury residents in order to work out an effective way of 
communication between residents and the SNT.
The website proposal was discussed, but it was decided that this was too broad and the 
idea postponed.
Instead it has been decided that the Canonbury SNT Panel website will be revamped.
It has also been decided that surveys need to be carried out regularly in order to gain 
feedback from the residents about issues and concerns with crime within the local area.
There will be links to the safer neighbourhood website and it will contain general 
information about Canonbury ward, Canonbury organisations and societies.  It will also 
summarise minutes from previous meetings and there will be opportunities to contact 
panel members and SNT members.
LN suggests a translation option on the website.
It is suggested that residents given option to ask for certain languages to be considered.
AP “This website varies from the other one because it is interactive and asks for 
feedback, which is very helpful and a good thing”.
CW concerned about who would be available to deal with all the feedback.
AP “Site will evolve, develop and change”
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AP “Is panel happy to replace old website with this one?” YES.
EB “we want to distribute survey via email to be completed online and those not online 
will be given paper version.  This will be circulated via services such as community 
centres, youth engagement etc, and hopefully local press will write article about it.  SNT 
can do face to face surveys and will get responses from those hard to reach groups.  Local 
shops can distribute surveys and volunteers can help to arrange that.”
JH states that council might be able to find funding if necessary.
EB “It can be used to advertise public meetings”.
EB explains that we would need the surveys back and completed three weeks before 
meeting date to allow for stats to be figured out.
EB “Is everyone happy with the contents of the survey?”
AP “The roads need updating?”
JC says he will ask if Canonbury Society would hand out surveys with their newsletters.
AP “How do we feel about giving the green light for the website and survey?”
AP “I will help with any further clarifications needed, but we should move on”.

Priorities 

A report from Sgt. Rutherford is handed out to all of the present members.
Sgt. Rutherford explains that the ward has been mostly quiet and inactive and that a 
couple recent arrests for burglary should have an impact on the recent increase of 
burglaries.
He explains that SNT only have two objectives and that a third is required.

Youth engagement

Breakdown of budget regarding £12,500 that was awarded to SNT to make Canonbury 
safer. 
The boxing is moving to the Walter Sickert centre and there will not be money made 
available to the Rosebowl.  Further discussions will be ongoing.  SNT will continue to go 
to the Rosebowl but not as regularly as before as Walter Sickert Centre will be primarily 
the base for the youth engagement.  Walter Sickert Centre is neutral ground for the whole 
community as opposed to the Rosebowl which is considered territorial.
AP “The money was supposed to be made available to take the project to the next level 
and is not meant for previous costs.  The money is for the future”.
BS “It has not been voted for to pay for something retrospectively, the money is for the 
future.”
AP “Are we all in agreement that the money be paid for in this way?” (further discussed)
Sgt Rutherford explains sessions to be held at Angel, Walter Sickert and occasionally The 
Rosebowl.
Concerns over when Rosebowl will re-open and what association SNT will have with it.
Sgt Rutherford explained that SNT will still be attending but not as regularly.
Concerns over amount of money considered needing for advertising. Will be discussed 
further by Paul Cashmore at later date.
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Burglary

Sgt. Rutherford explains that Canonbury had a spike in burglaries last month but that 
previously burglaries had been decreasing.  February went up approx. 200% but January 
was down.  He further explained that the SNT believe recent significant arrests may very 
well sort out this current increase.  He states that he has noticed the current increase and 
worked hard to deal with it alongside the burglary squad and always closely monitors it.
Over a sustained period the SNT have done a lot regarding burglary.
Sgt. Rutherford asks “Are there any other crimes that residents would prefer us to 
consider?  Hard to consider others after the recent spike in burglaries.
Concerns raised over the amount of scaffolding in the area which presents opportunities 
for burglars.
Housing partners have been asked to provide prevention advice to residence who have 
scaffolding and explain to them that they need to take active steps to make their premises 
secure.
General consensus was that SNT should keep burglary as a priority considering recent 
spike.
AP “That gives us 2 priorities, Youth engagement and Burglary.  We need a third one”.
Dog control was suggested.
Sgt Rutherford explains that in this area dog owners are fairly responsible.  Dog fouling 
is a concern, but is it a SNT problem?  It’s more of a council problem and they have 
officers who can issue FPNs for such offences.
Each member of the panel is asked what problems they feel are most prominent in their 
area.
Burglary, Dogs, Youths, Anti-social youths, Alcohol related violence are all mentioned.
The consensus was Anti-social behaviour in particular around the Rosebowl as problems 
seemed to be related to its closure.
AP “3rd priority is general Anti-social behaviour around New River Green area.
AGREED.

Any Other Business

No other business discussed

Date of Next Meeting

To be held at Walter Sickert Centre at 1900hrs at 5th of May 2010.

Meeting closed at 2100hrs.
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