
Canonbury Ward Panel Meeting

Almorah Community Centre, Wednesday 2nd September 2009 at 19:00 hours

1. Introductions & Apologies

2. Matters arising from Minutes of the Meeting 1st July 2009

2.1 Dogs

NI spoke to the panel with regards to PCSO issuing FPN’s.  NI explained that all PCSO on 
Canonbury are now trained and able to issues dog fouling FPN’s.  NI explained that the 
lack of FPN’s being issued by Canonbury PCSO was not from a lack of want but that it is 
very difficult being in the right place at the right time to see the offence being committed. 
NI explained that she and PC Gould had attended a meeting that day regarding “New River 
Walk Project BARK” which was set up to resolve the issue of dogs stripping tree bark, dog 
fouling and dogs not on a lead within the New River Walk.  From this meeting Islington 
Parks Patrol explained that they would have a designated person tasked to the New River 
Walk, plus a few planned operations to re-educate owners.  AP suggested leaving project 
BARK to deal with the situation.  NI stated she would direct any feedback from Parks Patrol 
to the panel at the next meeting.

2.2 Operation Blunt

JS explained that a number of black young men who attend the Rose Bowl on two 
consecutive Thursdays had been stopped and searched.  It was explained that the 
young men were doing nothing wrong at each time and that they are decent and 
well behaved.

BS told the panel that she had contacted Superintendent Sutherland to make him aware of 
the situation.  Superintendent Sutherland confirmed to BS that the officer involved 
were from Operation Blunt.  BS stated that since her conversation with 
Superintendent Sutherland the officers had not returned to the area.  The panel 
asked MR if the Operation Blunt officers could be better managed with improved 
local information about an area so not to target and leave a negative impression on 
young people.  MR stated that Canonbury in the months of July and August received 
a number of complaints regarding large groups of black youths congregating in 
Essex Road, Clephane Road and Church Road which resident found intimidating. 
Operation Blunt may have been responding to this.  MR stated he would like SNT’s 
to be better informed of visits from Operation Blunt to local community venues.  MR 
also stated that the work Operation Blunt is doing is important and has prove 
successful in reducing Knife crime but the officers performing the searches must 
make it clear the reasons for the searches to improve understanding for those 
involved.

AP will write to the Borough Commander.

2.3 Public Meeting

The panel discussed the fact that the public meeting attendance in June was very low 
compared to previous years.  It was expressed that as Canonbury Anti-Social Behaviour 
issues had considerably improved since the first meeting that this may be a reason for low 
attendance. MR explained that leaflets were left in community area like shops, doctors’ 
surgeries, community centres etc and that door to door leafleting was not achieved this 
year as it is labour intensive and doesn’t always prove to increase attendance.  MR 
explained that Islington Council funded the leaflet drops of SNT news letters not the MPS 
so there was no funding for this for the public meeting.  MG-S stated that she felt that it 
was not that local resident didn’t have concerns to voice at the public meeting but that 
local people were completely unaware of the meeting.  JC stated that the Online Survey 
should be linked in with the public meeting.  JS stated that she still believed that the local 
young people’s voice should be heard and that it would be good to link up with the Urban 
Hope to run small decisive young people groups in and around Public meeting times.

2.4 Racism on the New River Green Estate
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MR told the panel that since the incidents on the New River 5 youths had agreed to sign 
Anti-Social Behaviour Contract.  These include a code of behaviour, agreed homes times, 
meeting with victims, etc.  2 Youths refused to sign Anti-Social Behaviour Contract due to 
complete denial from their mothers.  1 ASBO has been issued which is still on going. Of all 
the youths involved 1 has directly apologised to the victim for their behaviour.  MR stated 
that the behaviour of the youth on the estate was that of a bullying nature with a racist 
overtone and that some of the younger children didn’t have a proper upstanding of what 
they were saying.  MG stated that after a full investigation was carried out, she happy with 
the outcome and that the emails being sent around gave an impression that the problem 
was bigger than it was.

AP stated that police follow up was swift and effective and the situation will be monitored.  
Since the incident a sub committee has been set up by the Canonbury Community 
Development Group.  JS will feedback any information to the panel at the next meeting.

3. Appendix A

All in attendance have signed except EB who will sign at end of meeting.

4. Communication

EB was first made aware of the public meeting when she contacted Canonbury SNT by 
phone. She was invited to attend but would have been unaware of the meeting if she 
hadn’t of called. EB has a background in marketing and gave a presentation on 
communication to investigate ways in which the panel could best publicise the activities 
and achievements of the SN team.

The presentation looked at different communication methods, recommendations and next 
develops strategies.  EB volunteered to advise and set up some web based tools to help 
with publicising public meetings to local residents.

A study group will be set up comprising EB, MR, EB, NL and possibly Rebecca May to 
discuss further ideas.  Information from the group will be fed back to the panel at the next 
meeting.

NL stated that she is working on a scheme “Justice Seen Justice Done” which works to 
coordinate with multi agencies to deliver information directly to residents.  Islington Police 
positive new stories are published by Rebecca May.  It was mentioned that it would be 
good if the panel could link these all together.

5. Discussion with Inspector John Griffin

Inspector Griffin briefly restated the on-going commitment of the Met and of Islington 
Borough Commander to Safer Neighbourhoods.  Inspector Griffin commented that, while 
the principal priorities of the SN were those set by the Canonbury Panel, other policing 
duties could occasionally assume a greater importance.  These instances are kept to a 
minimum.  The percentage of the team’s time devoted to SN issues is not monitored and is 
in any case hard to quantify because other priorities are usually unplanned.  As a rough 
estimate it is put at a minimum of 80%.  It was stressed that the intervention of other 
policing priorities can be harmful to important SN projects such as the Youth Engagement 
Programme.

6. Canonbury Community Project

MR and NL were able to meet and submitted a written proposal for a boxing project before 
the deadline.  A copy of the written proposal will be sent out by NL to each member of the 
panel so they are aware of what is being bid for.  NL commented that 5 projects had been 
submitted to her and that the final say would be up to public vote at the end of October 
2009.

7. Review of Priorities
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It was agreed to keep the current priorities at least until the next meeting.  These are (in 
no particular order):

Youth engagement

MR commented that 17 boxing sessions had run at the Angel Boxing Club and only 5 
sessions at the Rose Bowl over the summer.  MR explained that he will ensure that the 
Rose Bowl sessions to be given more importance with officers focused on early interaction 
and crime diversion.  A meeting of PC Cashmore and Dina Caffoor will be arranged to 
discuss the more effective running of the Thursday evening sessions.  Joint sexual health 
sessions are also planned.

Road Safety

25 FPN tickets have been given out by Canonbury officers on previous initiatives in Essex 
Road.  BS commented that she attended a session and that it a great PR success as 
mothers on the school run, drivers on the way to work and members of the public using 
the footpath were all happy to see us there and had only positive comment regarding the 
issuing of FPN’s to cyclist going through red lights.

MR commented that he would like to organise a few more Road Safety Initiatives focusing 
on cyclist with no front or back lights as the evening are starting to get darker.  This may 
be located on ST Paul Road opposite Canonbury Station.  Another option is a combined 
exercise with the Road Safety Team using number plate recognition technology targeting 
motorists without insurance, road tax, etc.

Burglary

AP wanted to drop the priority Burglary as he didn’t believe the SNT could directly impact 
on the number of offences.  MR gave out stats to show that burglary had increased 
significantly in the month of August.  The northeast end of the ward has been particularly 
affected. Laptops are a target.  MR believed this may be due to the team’s annual holiday 
as general members of the public don’t seem to notice us patrol but criminals do.  Most 
burglaries were due to open doors or windows or poorly secured doors or windows. Laptop 
computers were the items taken.

Burglary is to be looked at in more detail at the next meeting and MR will provide stats of 
other crimes in Canonbury e.g. criminal damage, theft of cycles, motor interference before 
the next meeting.

8. Any Other Business

JS mentioned that the Rose Bowl is missing out on £37,000 of funding for the new term 
starting September and if it was found the after school club and the youth club would have 
to be cut back.

9. Date of next meetings

18/11/09 (At Walter Sickert Centre.  Replaces 04/11/09)
06/01/10
03/03/10
05/05/10
30/06/10
08/09/10
11/11/10

Meeting closed at 21:30 hours.
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